The American Dream
IS 0“ Ilfe SII?[IOI't. It is not expiring of
111

old age. It is being killed off by calculated policies
hostile to working people.

“The fundamentals of the economy are strong,” says
the President. The fundamentals of that statement are
bunk. Yes, for entrenched corporations, for the rich
and for some other privileged souls, this economy
works. But for tens of millions of working families, life
in 2008 is a hard slog and getting harder by the day.

Costs of living keep rising. Wages
don’t keep pace. Savings vanish. Debt
builds up. Poverty spreads. Those are
the joys of what they told us are “"good times.” Now as the economy sours,
home values plummet and job losses spread, it will get worse.

And the inequalities scream out for change. A typical worker works a
whole year to earn what her CEO takes home in one day. A hedge fund
billionaire pays a lower tax rate than his secretary.

The old deal between the people who own the country and the
workers who make it go has been busted. It's time to cut a new one. Here
are three places to start:

Over the last seven years profits and productivity soared. But workers
didn't see the benefits. This is a question of power. It's time to empower
workers to organize at the workplace and crack down on employers who
trample their rights.

Corporations are shredding promises they made on health care
and pensions. It's time to forge a new social contract—health care, paid
vacation and sick leave, pensions and a decent minimum wage—and
enforce it.

When the economy is at full employment, workers can demand a
fair share of prosperity. Make full employment the central target of our
economic policies, with government acting, when necessary, as employer
of last resort.

What do you think? Don't stay silent. Join the debate at ourfuture.org.
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